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Mission Statement

The Divine Mercy is a Roman Catholic Primary School which reflects the teachings of Jesus Christ in the Gospels.
With Jesus in our hearts and the children at the centre we welcome and reach out to our diverse community in the Christian

spirit.
We value and nurture everyone, inspiring them to reach their full potential through the education and formation our school

brings about.



Special Educational Needs and Disability

At the Divine Mercy we embrace the fact that every child is different and, therefore, the educational needs of every child

are different – this is certainly the case for children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disability.

In terms of what we offer children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities, this is different for every child and it

is important to emphasise that, as much as possible, this provision is designed by the relevant Divine Mercy members of staff

working alongside the child, the child’s family and, where necessary, outside agencies (e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist

or an Educational Psychologist).

Typically, a child with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities will have a One Page Profile which sets out targets that

are currently being worked on and what additional provision is put in place for that child through consultation with both the

child and parent at Parents evening.

For many children, targets will be connected to learning and will often be specifically to do with Maths and English. For other

children, they may be to do with social interaction, communicating with children and adults, emotional difficulties, overcoming

physical issues (for example problems to do with fine motor control) … the list is endless! The most important point is this:

targets depend on the needs of the child.

● The school offers many different forms of additional provision. This can include: additional in-class support; additional

out-of-class support; one-to-one support; flexible groupings (including small group work); access to specific resources;

mentoring; counselling; therapy; and access to a wide range of outside agencies. Additional provision is overseen by the

school's SENDCo and is designed and implemented by an excellent team of teachers, ably supported by a fantastic

group of teaching assistants. As with individual targets, the most important point is this: additional provision depends

on the needs of the child.

It is worth pointing out that we do not offer targeted extra-curricular activities for children with Special Education Needs

and Disability, but instead actively try to ensure that all children can access all our extra-curricular activities.



Teaching and Learning

● What additional support can be provided in the classroom?

● What provision do you offer to facilitate access to the curriculum and to develop independent learning? (This may include support

from external agencies and equipment/facilities)

● Staff specialism/expertise around SEN or disability

● What ongoing support and development is in place for staff regards supporting children and young people with SEN?

● What arrangements are made for reasonable adjustments and support to the child during tests and SATs?

What additional support can be provided in the classroom?

● Quality first teaching

● Access to a broad, balanced curriculum

● Individualised targets

● High quality facilities including ICT

● Differentiated curriculum planning, work and delivery/TA’s

What provision do you offer to facilitate access to the curriculum and to develop independent learning? (This may include support from

external agencies and equipment/facilities)

● 1:1 Key workers

● Access to small group provision depending on need

● Access to Speech and Language Therapy services

● Access to Educational Psychologist

● Access to counselling, P2B

● Barrier free School with a lift

Staff specialisms/expertise around SEN or disability

● SENCOs- Sean Mitchell and Megan Whitehead

● Trained Counsellors through P2B

● Outreach support from the Grange, the Birches, Rodney House and Lancasterian.

What ongoing support and development is in place for staff regards supporting children and young people with SEN?

● CPD from the Speech and Language services for whole staff and individual staff

● CPD from the School Educational Psychologist

● Outreach support from the Birches, the Grange, Rodney House and Lancastrian

● Access to support from Place2be counsellor



● Performance management annually

● NASEN qualified SENDCo

What arrangements are made for reasonable adjustments and support to the child during tests and SATs?

● Scribes

● Extra time

● Translators

● Quieter spaces

● Emotional support

Annual Reviews

● What arrangements are in place for review meetings for children with Statements or Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plans?

● What arrangements are in place for children with other SEN support needs?

What arrangements are in place for review meetings for children with Statements or Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plans?

● Representation from the LA on request

● Support from IAS, Information and advice service

● Review Meetings held annually for children with EHCPs

What arrangements are in place for children with other SEN support needs?

● Daily oral report from the class teacher or key worker

● Two parents evenings a year with the class teacher

● Annual report

● Home School diary

● Informal meetings throughout the year depending on the individual/family need

Keeping Children Safe

● How and when will a risk assessment be done?  Who will carry out the risk assessment?



● What handover arrangements will be made at the start and end of the school day?  Do you have parking areas for pick up and

drop offs?

● What arrangements will be made to supervise a child during breaks and lunchtimes?

● How do you ensure my child stays safe outside the classroom? (e.g. during PE lessons and school trips)

● Where can parents find details of policies on bullying?

How and when will a risk assessment be done?  Who will carry out the risk assessment?

● The School has had training and receives support from Lancastrian School with regards to risk assessments and care plans

● Care plans and risk assessments are put in place by a trained member of staff in collaboration with parents

● Risk assessments for School trips include specific support for children with SEND

What handover arrangements will be made at the start and end of the school day?  Do you have parking areas for pick up and drop

offs?

● Some children will use the main entrance where they will be met by their key Worker/Parent/Carer

What arrangements will be made to supervise a child during breaks and lunchtimes?

● A child will be allocated a key worker to support at break time/lunchtime if deemed necessary

How do you ensure my child stays safe outside the classroom? (e.g. during PE lessons and school trips)

● Detailed risk assessments with allocated key worker to support during these activities if necessary

Where can parents find details of policies on bullying?

● School website

● Parent Governors

● Emailing the School

● Paper copies from reception

Health (including Emotional Health and Wellbeing)

● What is the school’s policy on administering medication?

● How do you work with the family to draw up a care plan and ensure that all relevant staff are aware of the plan?

● What would the school do in the case of a medical emergency

● How do you ensure that staff are trained/qualified to deal with a child’s particular needs?



● Which health or therapy services can children access on school premises?

What is the school’s policy on administering medication?

● A child with a medical condition requiring medication or support during the School day will be supported by a key worker

How do you work with the family to draw up a care plan and ensure that all relevant staff are aware of the plan?

● Parent informs the school of the need, Deena Banister (Care Plan lead) contacts the parent and arranges a meeting to gather

the information for the care plan.

● Regular meetings with the parent, school and School nurse in Collaboration with outreach support

What would the school do in the case of a medical emergency?

● First aider is called, incident dealt with accordingly, all first aiders have an awareness of all children on care plans

● Protocol to be followed in the Medical Policy

How do you ensure that staff are trained/qualified to deal with a child’s particular needs?

● Regular and up to date first aid training

● Support from health and specialist nurses with regards to individual needs as required

● Outreach support from Lancastrian Specialist School as required

Which health or therapy services can children access on school premises?

● P2B, counselling

● Educational Psychology Assessments

● Speech and Language Assessments

● School nurse

● Reception and year 6 screening

Communication with Parents

● How do you ensure that parents know “who’s who” and who they can contact if they have concerns about their child?

● Do parents have to make an appointment to meet with staff or do you have an Open Door policy?

● How do you keep parents updated with their child’s progress?

● Do you offer Open Days?

● How can parents give feedback to the school?



How do you ensure that parents know “who’s who” and who they can contact if they have concerns about their child?

● School Website

● Welcome meetings at the start of the year

● Regular meetings with parents

● Contact daily at hometime

● Email contact

Do parents have to make an appointment to meet with staff or do you have an Open Door policy?

● Open door policy, daily contact with class teacher

How do you keep parents updated with their child’s progress?

● Daily oral reports from the class teacher and/or key worker

● Parents evening twice a year

● One Page Profile reviews

● Annual review meeting

● Meetings with outside agencies throughout the year

Do you offer Open Days?

● Nursery Open days

● Children and parents are all invited to meet and greet evenings to meet their class teacher

● Appointments can be made for anytime for parents to look around the School

How can parents give feedback to the School?

● Email the head teacher

● Annual parent questionnaire

● Feedback sheets after events at the school

Working Together

● Do you have home/school contracts?

● What opportunities do you offer for children to have their say? e.g. school council

● What opportunities are there for parents to have their say about their child’s education?



● What opportunities are there for parents to get involved in the life of the school or become school governors?

● How does the Governing Body involve other agencies in meeting the needs of pupils with SEN and supporting their families? (e.g.

health, social care, voluntary groups)

Do you have home/school contracts?

● All children sign a home School agreement at the beginning of the year at opening evenings

What opportunities do you offer for children to have their say?

● School council with representation from SEND group

● Informal pupil voice, open door policy of the Head teacher so the children have access all the time

● Place2talk through Place2Be

● One page profile captures pupil voice that all children on the SEND register completed termly with pupil voice captured

What opportunities are there for parents to have their say about their child’s education?

● Parents evenings

● Parent Questionnaires

● Parent Governors represent the parents at Governing Body meetings

What opportunities are there for parents to get involved in the life of the school or become school governors?

● Parent courses

● Creche, stay and play

● Parent Governors on the Governing Body

How does the Governing Body involve other agencies in meeting the needs of pupils with SEN and supporting their families? (e.g. health,

social care, voluntary groups)

● Dedicated SEN/Safeguarding Governor who challenges the School and works closely with SENDCo to ensure SEND needs are met

● Outreach from specialist provisions provide support and advice

What Help and Support is available for the Family?

● Do you offer help with completing forms and paperwork?  If yes, who normally provides this help and how would parents access this?

● What information, advice and guidance can parents access through the school?   Who normally provides this help and how would parents

access this?



● How does the school help parents with travel plans to get their child to and from school?

Do you offer help with completing forms and paperwork?  If yes, who normally provides this help and how would parents access this?

● School can make a referral to IAS who will be able to provide support to SEND parents

● School to complete EHCP paperwork

What information, advice and guidance can parents access through the school?   Who normally provides this help and how would parents access

this?

● School website signposts parents to advice

● School SEND Leaflet

● SENDCO can make a referral to IAS

● School nurse consultations

● Consultations with Speech and Language Therapist and the Educational Psychologist

How does the school help parents with travel plans to get their child to and from school?

● School to refer to IAS

Transition to High School

What support does the school offer around transition?  (e.g. visits to the high school, buddying)

● Internal transition days in the summer term so children get to know their new teacher

● Planning meetings from Year 5 in collaboration with the Educational Psychologist and any other appropriate agencies for

children moving to High School

● Visits to the new School with the current TA or key worker

● Additional visits to high school for children with SEND with SEN support TA

● Individual transition timetables for SEND children moving to new key stages

● Regular visits from feeder High School teachers in year 5 and 6

● Helping parents with application process



Extra Curricular Activities

● Do you offer school holiday and/or before and after school childcare?  If yes, please give details.

● What lunchtime or after school activities do you offer?  Do parents have to pay for these and if so, how much?

● How do you make sure clubs and activities are inclusive?

● How do you help children to make friends?

Do you offer school holiday and/or before and after school childcare?  If yes, please give details.

● School offers breakfast club and various after School clubs pick children up from the School

What lunchtime or after school activities do you offer?  Do parents have to pay for these and if so, how much?

● Breakfast club is £2 and a small voluntary contribution is requested for after school clubs

How do you make sure clubs and activities are inclusive?

● Key workers support children by accompanying them to the activities

● Coaches/Staff are given information about the child’s needs beforehand

How do you help children to make friends?

● Key workers facilitate small group activities with other children of different abilities to develop social skills


